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Alberta Health Services recognizes Canadian Patient Safety
Week Sept 29. to Oct. 4

Albertans encouraged to ask, talk and listen for better health

Edmonton ... Sept. 29 to Oct. 4 is annual Canadian Patient Safety Week, an initiative that Alberta Health
Services supports. This year’s focus is on medication reconciliation and the theme is Knowledge is the Best
Medicine: Ask. Talk. Listen.

Safe medication care begins with patients giving their nurse, doctor or pharmacist an accurate medication list.
Keeping an up-to-date medication list in your purse or wallet at all times is the best way to provide your
health care provider with complete and accurate medication information upon their request.

Some activities occurring across the province to draw attention to this week include public information
kiosks, distribution of resource materials and health care provider training sessions.

Alberta Health Services is committed to patient safety while building a seamless and accessible patient-
focused system. Coordinating service delivery and standards at a provincial level across the care continuum
will aid in the delivery of safe, high quality care throughout Alberta.

“A patient-focused system has patient safety as its foundation,” says Alberta Health Services Board Chair Ken
Hughes. “Albertans want to be able to access the right services at the right time and those services need to be
provided in a manner that is safe for the patient and the health care provider”

As Alberta Health Services moves forward with a provincial service delivery model, significant efforts to
improve patient safety will continue to be an important consideration of all decisions related to patient care.

For information about medication safety and patient safety please call Health Link Alberta in the Edmonton
area at 780-408-LINK (5465), in the Calgary area at 403-943-LINK or, outside the local calling area, toll free
1-866-408-LINK.

Alberta Health Services is an organization of 85,000 employees which is responsible for delivering health
care services to more than three million Albertans across the province.
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